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Meeting Summary 

 
Members Present: Chair, Rep. John Patrick, House Chair, Sen. Kevin Raye, Sen. Bruce 
Bryant, Rep. Jeffery Gifford,  Rep. Sharon Treat, Elise Flemings, Michael Burson , John 
Palmer, Wade Merritt, Sarah Bigney, Malcolm Burson, Linda Pistner, Paul Volckhausen, Wade 
Merritt, Peter Connell, and John Palmer. 
 
 
Staff present:  Curtis Bentley, Legislative Analyst and Judy Gopaul, Policy Assistant. 
 
 
I. Colombia Free Trade Agreement – A letter was drafted for review and comments 

were obtained from the commission prior to this meeting.  However, during the meeting 
some concerns were voiced regarding certain “inflammatory” words/phrases contained 
in the letter. Wade Merritt agreed to revise the letter; after which the letter would be sent 
to the commission members for final review and approval.  Note: The approved letter 
was sent to the Maine Congressional delegation on March 24, 2008. 

 
II. Lead in Toys:  The Maryland bill was discussed regarding the lead in toys and 

consumer products from China.  Sarah Bigney distributed additional information on this 
topic. Ms. Bigney wanted the commission to consider the effects on the workers who 
manufactured these products.   The commission members were concerned about the 
implications that this type of action, by a foreign nation, would have on the ability of as 
a sovereign sate to legislate the safety and protection of its citizens. Attached is a 
summary of the analysis by Forum on Democracy & Trade.  The analysis focused on the 
Maryland bill because it is where the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) complaint 
was directed.  Maine has introduced a similar bill (“lead in consumer products”) in 
legislative documents 2048 and 2218.  

 
III. Motion: A motion was made by Rep. Sharon Treat for the commission to send a letter 

to U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) requesting information on: 1) what agency/entity 
within the U.S. federal government is responsible for notifying WTO member nations of 
state legislation; 2) how often or how routinely such notification occurs; 3) what 
mechanism or process is used to monitor state legislation; and 4) why the WTO was 
notified of impending state legislation.  Note: The approved letter was sent on April 23, 
2008, response from USTR is expected around the middle of May, 2008. 

 
Senator Bryant seconded the motion. Vote: unanimous. 



  

IV. Legislative Document 2096 – The bill died.  Rep. Patrick suggested that the bill, with 
amendments and a mechanism for including states rights in the state process, could be 
introduce again during the 2008-2009 legislative session. 

 
V. Public Hearing – Testimonial summaries of the public hearing, held on February 21, 

2008, in South Portland, were uploaded to the commission’s website 
 
VI. Discussion:  Atlantica: The International Northeast Economic Region (AINER). 

Atlantica is the name given to a proposed “border-free” plan that would create an 
integrated cross-border economic region that encompasses (Newfoundland, 
P.E.I., Nova Scotia and New Brunswick), eastern Quebec, and the New England 
states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and of Northern New York. Atlantica 
is part of the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America, which aims to create 
a common market to integrate the Canada's East Coast with the northeastern United 
States. Proponents say that "the removal of barriers and harmonization of 
regulations" will provide corporations with more privileges than those they 
already enjoy with NAFTA (the North American Free Trade Agreement). The 
plan would erase border restrictions and regulations and create a huge 
transportation corridor to send Asian goods and energy resources to the United 
States.  Matt Schlobohm and Wade Merritt agreed to provide the commission 
with information on Atlantica and to suggest names of guest speakers (for and 
against) who would be willing to make a presentation to the commission.  
For more information about Atlantica can be found at http://www.atlantica.org/.  See 
Also: http://www.aims.ca/ for information on Atlantic Institute for Market Studies. 
 

 
VII. Next Meeting:  May 16th, 2008 scheduled for 10:00 a.m.  The commission voted 

to postpone the April 18th, 2008 general meeting. 
 
VIII. Adjournment:  The commission adjourned its meeting at approximately 11.10 a.m.



 


